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signature of the Young bills on March i85 1930., remembering
that they are not the words of a government apology., but repre-
sent the definite opinion of his advisers and of the best political
minds in Germany:

With a heavy but with a firm heart I have,, after mature and
conscientious consideration,, put my signature to the Young Bills.
After hearing all the arguments for and against I have come to
the conclusion that, in spite of the heavy burdens laid by the
plan on the German people for many years to corne, and in spite
of the grave objections that can be raised against some of its
provisions, the Young Plan as compared with the Dawes Plan
represents an improvement and a relief, and from the economic
and political points of view., progress upon the difficult path of
liberation and reconstruction. . . .

The parliamentary battle over the Young Bills is ended with
their becoming the law of the land. As a result, conflict over them
in the German nation ought now to cease, that conflict which has
called to life new antagonisms and seriously increased in our
sore-tried nation those divisions which I regret so much. Therefore
I earnestly admonish every German man and woman to be
conscious of his and her duty to the Fatherland and the future of
the nation, and overcoming divisions and antagonisms finally
combine in united effort for our future. The political differences
and conflicts of the past month must now give way to resolute
practical work.

These were noble, statesmanlike words, but they fell nearly every-
where on deaf ears. The National Socialist organ answered with
a cry of cold defiance:

We submit . . . that Reichspresident von Hindenburg has taken
leave of Germany and betaken himself to a Young-colony.
Therefore awakening Germany has taken leave of him.

That was to be expected, but better results were hoped for else-
where. In vain; nine days later Mueller regretfully handed to
the President the resignation of the Great Coalition ministry; he
has the distinction of the longest single chancellorship in the ,
history of the Republic.

There was nothing particularly sensational in the decision to
resign. The budget bill for 1930-1931 was an honest endeavour